
The Curriculum at East Park Academy 

In order to ‘Grow Hearts and Minds’ at East Park Academy, we offer an ambitious curriculum that is 
broad and balanced; provides a range of educational experiences whatever the children’s starting 
points or circumstance and one which aims high to ensure each and every child reaches their fullest 
potential. The curriculum incorporates the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum as well as 
the new 2021 EYFS Framework, going beyond this to address knowledge, skills and concepts deemed 
appropriate and relevant to the community of East Park. 

Children at East Park are provided with a clear progression of opportunities and will engage with, and 
be part of, a rich, varied and comprehensive curriculum that reflects the interests of the school, its staff, 
children, parents and the wider national and global communities. At the heart of all of our teaching 
and learning is the aim to give our children the best possible start in life and prepare them for future 
success. Our aim is to develop independent, resilient, inspired and motivated life-long learners with a 
sense of responsibility as future citizens of their local community and the wider world. Our children’s 
emotional, social and mental well-being will help to drive our curriculum.

Being curious means you like to learn. You like to find out about things and you like to know things. 
Children are fascinated by the world around them and we know this begins at a very early age.  Curious 
people like to try new things and understand the world in which they live. They have a great sense of 
adventure and like to put themselves in situations that are rewarding such as learning a new skill, visiting 
a new place or meeting new people. By the time children join East Park the curiosity they already display 
is enormous. Staying curious is important and the East Park Curious Curriculum ensures this from nursery 
through to year six. We provide an environment that encourages children’s interests and a range of first 
hand experiences to find the curiosity the children didn’t even know they had.

Gaining knowledge and putting it into practice, is fundamental to learning.  In order for the children 
of East Park to be successful learners, our Curious Curriculum has been designed to build upon 
previous learning and take account of existing knowledge and skills. This will be built upon through the 
development of subject content and those ‘big ideas’ or key concepts thought to be most relevant to 
our children, community and the ones that come up again and again.   These concepts will provide 
a ‘thread’ to the subject content that will be learnt throughout the children’s time at East Park. It will 
help them to make sense of what is being taught and enable them to connect the content to previous 
learning which will make it more memorable. They will ask themselves ‘where have I heard this before?’ 
but also it will stretch their thinking and how they might use this new learning in the future. Grasping 
these key concepts ensures learning is relevant, connected and more efficient. 

the more you know, the more places you’ll go 
Dr Seuss

Learning ignites curiosity we never even knew we had 
unknown

If I understand a concept, then new material relating to that  
concept becomes much ‘stickier’ and easier to make sense of. 

Mary Myatt

Maths and English lessons are designed and planned from long term and medium term plans or TAFs 
created by East Park staff, alongside published materials such as Focus Maths and Read Write Inc. Rich 
and varied texts support our curriculum in English as well as across the curriculum. Reading for pleasure 
is an aspiration for all of our children. It also gives children access to a wider vocabulary and to a fact 
or knowledge base which will support their working and long term memory.

Our foundation subject curriculum is concept driven and reference will be made over time, again and 
again, to our Key Concepts. But in a topic about World War Two, for example, many other concepts 
such as empathy, prejudice, fairness and discrimination are also covered and are central themes to 
the topic. The East Park curriculum will not be ‘shoe-horned’ into a concept or core value and therefore 
some elements of the curriculum maybe taught separately. 

The curriculum develops curiosity, creativity, critical thinking and problem solving whilst ensuring a clear 
focus on the concepts being taught and the knowledge and skills needed to understand them and the 
subject content.  Teachers plan highly engaging learning opportunities that are matched to the relative 
starting points of all pupils and draw on staff’s individual expertise. This has been particularly evident in 
our recent ‘Around the World’ and ‘Through the Decades’ themed lessons and this year in our ‘Anyone 
for Art?’ afternoons, in which the children explore the many facets of art including ICT, multi-media, 
theatre, photography, drawing and painting and textiles in a 6-week in-depth study.

Oracy –  rooted within our whole curriculum are the skills associated with oracy including 
the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with others through spoken language. 
Oracy is a powerful tool for learning and as a Voice 21 Hub School for Oracy and a Language First 
Centre for Excellence, at East Park we teach children to be more effective speakers and listeners and 
empower them to better understand themselves and those within the world around them. 

people who read for pleasure enjoy cognitive  
benefits throughout their lifetime … 

D. Willingham

It is a route to social mobility, empowering all students, not 
just some, to find their voice to succeed in school and life..

Voice 21

Language opens doors. It unlocks the world of reading and  
the imagination, the excitement of writing, the capacity to  

explore new subjects and releases our potential to learn and  
grow as an individual. It affects self esteem and behaviour and  

plays a huge role in a child’s future life chances. 
Jane Harley, Language First
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Our curriculum is further enhanced by a wealth of opportunities for pupils to extend their knowledge and 
understanding and to improve their skills in a range of artistic, creative and sporting activities including 
team sports, residential visits, welcoming visitors into school, taking part in drama and music events and 
much more. 

Our school values, the ‘East Park 8’, along with British values, are at the heart of our curriculum. 
Awareness of these values ensures that our children understand the importance of mutual respect, 
open-mindedness and tolerance so that they can develop into fully rounded members of society. 
Our ‘East Park 8’ shape how we behave, how we build relationships and how we face and address 
challenges. They help to ensure we always set the very highest of expectations for others and ourselves.

Pedagogy at East Park

Curriculum Continuum– a refined method of delivery to ensure consistency across the curriculum and 
school whereby children are able to progress seamlessly across year groups. It will allow the children to 
move beyond basic memorisation and comprehension to complex learning processes such as analysis, 
evaluation and creation. Effective and strong learning habits will also be developed.  

 
Experiences will be memorable and capture the children’s imagination thereby stimulating 
their curiosity to ask questions and recall previous learning. They will begin initial research, have 
opportunities to observe and develop new language skills.

 
Delving more deeply into the new content of the subject being covered, acquiring new skills, knowledge 
and conceptual ideas. They will be able to make connections to previous learning and pose questions 
to move learning forward. The children will have time to practise and explore new skills and have time 
to follow their own interests too.

This part of our journey will see children develop their new learning and construct new schema linked to 
previous learning. The application of new skills will be crucial at this stage particularly when applying to 
real life situations and solving more complex problems. 

The children will have a wide variety of opportunities to display their learning including performance, 
written outcomes and problem solving. They will be considered the experts of new learning and inform 
others. Evaluating learning will be an important part of this stage and making links back to the beginning 
of this journey of learning. Finally celebrating achievement in many ways and with a wide range of 
audiences including, peers, parents and the community.

Our curriculum content will be woven around 8 Key Concepts:

Significance - Understand why significant people, places, events and inventions matter 
and have shaped the world in which we live. The children will learn about why they have 
become important to many people but not all due to values and beliefs. 

Balance - Understand how and why things are the same or different and how maintaining 
a balance in our world is crucial to its survival. The children will look at patterns and make 
connections between ideas and concepts. Understanding the intricacies of animals and 
plants that inhabit our world. The children will learn about the diverse natural environments 
of the world and the abundance of plant and animal species. They will explore the 
characteristics and features of habitats and examine how economic and technological 
development affects the natural world and how human development can impact them. 

Problem Solving - Understand how problem solving shapes our lives. The children will learn 
to formulate ideas and begin to test them. They will gather information and evaluate results 
and be encouraged to experiment and make changes in order to solve problems across a 
range of subjects. 

Change - Understand why and how things have changed over time. They will see how 
change is part of us as humans and is an essential part of our life. The children will learn 
about human anatomy.  

Innovation - Understand the creative process and how it can shape the world. The children 
will be encouraged to explore their own creativity. They will learn from experimentation and 
failure and learn to be original. 

Exploration - Understand the properties of matter, living and non-living. The children will 
explore the physics of force and movement, electricity, light and sound. They will also learn 
about processes such as weather and erosion and how they impact the landscape. 

Place - Understand the visual, cultural, social and environmental aspects of places around 
the world and our place in it. They will examine how human activity and social interactions 
shape places. 

Humankind - Understand what it means to be human and how human behaviour shapes the 
world now and how it has shaped the world in the past. The children will learn how to keep 
themselves and others safe. They will explore the ways the human race is interconnected 
and discover the cause and effect of human behaviour. Developing a sound understanding 
of the relationships between individuals, societies, faiths and communities is another crucial 
element of Humankind as well as an understanding of the protected characteristics.

H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance

H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance

H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance

H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance

H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance

H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance

H

um an Kind
 

Change

Exploratio

n 

Balance

Problem Solvin
g

Innovatio

n Place

Significance

Captivate the curious

Connect the content

Create and construct

Communicate and celebrate 
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SO WHAT’S NEXT?

Our curriculum is designed by us for our children and their needs. The future development of this curriculum 
is to include the children on a more wider scale and adopt more child-led learning opportunities. 

“Our East Park Culture and Curriculum  
creates and cultivates ‘Clever Kids’.”

For our curriculum to be successful, our teachers will draw upon a wide array of teaching styles and 
theories and use a combination of traditional and progressive pedagogical approaches. Effective 
pedagogies:
• build upon pupils’ prior learning and experience and embeds assessment for learning

• are inclusive and take the diverse needs of a range of learners, as well as matters of student equity, 
into account

• use a range of strategies including collaborative, independent and guided learning

• scaffold learning as appropriate

• focus on developing higher order thinking skills and metacognition and makes use of dialogue and 
questions

• includes pupil voice

• considers progression through the learning journey and the long term aims

Our Curriculum Continuum at East Park is underpinned by current research. Much has been talked 
about in school about how the brain works, the development of schema and cognitive science. East 
Park have delved deeply into Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction using it to enhance and develop our 
curriculum. 

Our Teachers pride themselves on keeping up to date with the latest research, creating a shared 
learning culture and together we are developing our expertise in cognitive science, how the brain 
learns best, developing schema that enables all learning to be linked and relevant. Staff are
encouraged to read widely and books are regularly purchased for the whole staff to engage with. 
Recent CPD has followed Sherrington and Caviglioli’s Teaching Walkthrus at a MAT wide level.  Many 
books can be found in our staff library where authors include Mary Myatt, Daniel T Willingham, Jonathan 
Lear, Gavin Oates, Jo Boaler, Paul Dix and Kirschner & Hendrick. 

Our East Park Curriculum Continuum is designed to allow each one of our children to:

• develop their own individual character who will show tolerance, compassion, empathy and kindness 
to all

• become happy and resilient citizens who are ready for the challenges of the 21st century

• have high aspirations and ambition for their future

• develop skills and personal qualities for lifelong learning, preparing children to make an active and 
positive contribution to society 

• know more, remember more and be able to do more

• explore real world and relevant experiences that challenge and excite them

• grow their own heart and mind and be part of growing the hearts and minds of others

• achieve the best possible academic standards, whatever their ability and starting point


